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WCoincidence and
memories draw
two vets closer.

Package
brings
back
WWII

By Edward Colimore

INQUIRER STAFF WRITER
Pat Sasso couldn’t believe his eyes.
He cpened the mysterious package that
Hhad been delivered to his Glendora home
and came face to face with his life as a
young soldier 62 years ago.

There was the Narzi flag that Sasso
hauled down after he and other American
troops took over Cologne, Germany, in
1945. He and his buddies signed their
names to it.

There was the swastika armband he took
as a souvenir of Adolf Hitler’s collapsing
'Third Reich — and the letter from a major

eneral congratulating his division of “Tim-

erwolves” on its performance.

And there was the note from his sweet-
heart of those days. In August, more than
six decades after he sent her the memora-

ilia from overseas for safekeeping, she
wrote Sasso again:

It is not niy intent for you to revisit WWII,
however, it was a pivotal time in your life.

With sincere respect and obligation, I am
returning these items to their rightful owner.

God Bless You Timberwolf.

“I was amazed,” said Sasso, 85, a patient
of Marlton’s Samaritan Hospice, which is
providing him with in-home care.

He was so delighted with the package
that he shared the news with fellow World

‘ar II veteran Robert Leibrand, a Samari-
tan Hospice volunteer who visits him regu-
larly.

And soon the two were surprised again.

See PACKAGE on B8
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Pat Sasso (right) of Glendora and hespice pal Robert Leibrand, also a veteran, with the banner
Sasso hauled down in 1945. He sent it to his then-fiancee; her daughter returned it in August.

Pat Sasso and his World
War Il fiancee, Terry
Ziccardi, at a wedding
reception in 1948.
Above, Terry Ziccardi
Calderetti today.
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[Robert Leibrand (it and Pat Sa550 n pnotos irom Worid War

Leiorand was taken prisoner In Stolberg, Germany; Sasso was
famong the Alied troops who later liberated the town.

Package

_ Continued from B1
and, who was shot and

captined 1y’ German.roops
in November 1942, read the
letter from the major general
learned that Sasso’s unit

lhad been to Stolberg, Germa-

een

ihers after being wounded.

Sasso and other troops later

iberated the town. Terry Ziceardi around the time
“When you know you were ~she was dating Pat Sasso.

it close, it incredible. Ho sent her g warimo

said Leibrand, a retired ac- memorabilia for safekeeping.

countant. “Two boys from She kept it for six decades.

Philadelphia__ experienced

ponsiiiag [aralarj injiti Sugacsshuia: be el

same pla in_hell
oo solncidonoes 15 st s the Timberwolves.”
fsmall world.” the

Sasso went on to help liber-
ate the Nordhausen concen-
tration camp, and Leibrand
Jwas set free by U.S. Army en-

“We bonded together in s
ar, and we have a responsi- she found Sasso through the
l;lllﬂy for each other,” Leib- Roman Catholic church and
X " took the package to his home
tablishing that bond.” ust .
Sasso was engaged to Terry _“The joy in that man's IaceJ

Ziccardi during the war, Bianchini said. ‘T cried
fwrote her many letters, and Whole time. I knew this suy
jsent her the memorabilia to ~through the letters and fell in
Tove with him. T tookoff my sun-

glasses, and our eyes

“He used to cal her the ‘boss
7 so I kKissed him on the
templ and said: This i rom
lady! That was one of
' » ogwegmdtttd
“The two drifted apart and
married others — and the let. I September, Pat Sasso and

s i, My

rried si
eret and
anchlm to their home for a

dcrem said she had been
happy to retum the pack
be able. m do that,” \he said.
jgirl in the 19605 “It was hke
by g | fabnd e b
memorabila. Sasso, he said,

Last summer, Bianchini 3¢ e he iberated and the
jwith war memorabilia and told
jher mother - ‘81and livi

cume the mmblect of conversa-
tions wit

volunteered the It four
years for Samaritan Hospice
as part of its Veterans’ Out-

-ach Program.
“I was lucky," Sasso said. *I
ind letter from the major gen- dldnl get a scratch, I was

feral “shook my world.” uckier than a cat with nine
The faded, typewritten De- hves 1 had 99 of them.
cember 194 Lete, from M. when the two veterans

. “Lighting” oo Colls, ger logelher. Leibrand said,

captured o moment in fime. - they “stte the nation's prob-

ard lems and the worlds problems

Saaso smiled. “You belisve

fever had in this corps,” Col- that, and Tl tell you another
one”

s wroe,
In a postseript to the letter, e
M. Gen, Terry Allen wrotei - Goriac s wier Eovard

e will be other rivers to Colimore at 856-79-3833 or
roas an e objectives o ecolimora@philynows.com.
To comment, or to ask 2

queston, go to
pline, training and physical - hitp:/go phily.com/askcolimore.
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